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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

and  the 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 

for  the 


YEAR  1946 


THE  POWAGE  PRES*.  LTD..  A9PLEY  GUISE,  BEDS. 


TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  AMPTHILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  vital  statistics,  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  Ampthill  Urban  District  for  the  year  1946. 

The  birth  rate  as  compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year  shows  a fall.  The  general 
and  the  infant  death  rates  both  compare  favourably  with  those  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  low.  In  as  much  as  these  factors  are  an  indication, 
health  has  been  satisfactory,  in  spite  of  enforced  inadequacy  in  housing. 

I would  like  to  accord  my  appreciation  and  thanks  to  my  predecessor,  Dr.  W.  K. 
Parbury,  for  his  willing  advice  and  the  valuable  information  I have  gained  from  him. 

Also  in  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  T.  A.  Hawtin, 
the  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  R.  W.  Collison,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Staff  for  their 
ready  help  and  co-operation  in  the  carrying  out  of  my  work. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  E.  C.  SUTTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


October,  1947. 
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AMPTHILL  URBAN  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  1946 


Section  A.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  in  Acres  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,904 

Population  Census  1931  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,157 

Population  in  1946  (estimated  Mid  Year)..  ..  ..  ..  2.776 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1946  . . . . . . 636 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £15,277 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . . . . . . £61  /5  /0 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Ampthill  is  centrally  situated  in  the  County,  head  of  the  petty  sessional  division, 
45  miles  from  London  and  8 south  of  Bedford.  It  is  served  by  the  main  L.M.S.  Railway, 
and  a good  bus  service  between  Luton  and  Bedford.  The  town  stands  on  high  ground 
screened  on  the  north  and  east  by  trees  and  hills,  and  the  soil  is  light  and  sandy.  Ampt- 
hill Park  with  many  historical  associations  on  the  north  has  always  been  an  open  space 
much  appreciated  by  the  town’s  people,  and  negotiations  are  in  hand  for  its  acquisition 
by  the  Council.  As  a permanent  open  space,  this  well  wooded  natural  beauty  spot  will 
provide  recreation  and  do  much  to  maintain  the  health  not  only  of  Ampthill  residents 
but  also  of  the  many  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  County  who  enjoy  its  benefits. 

Farming  and  market  gardening  and  the  fodder  mill  provide  work  in  the  Town, 
together  with  the  light  engineering  factory  recently  opened.  The  Bovril  factory,  and 
the  ebonite  factory  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Town  employ  a considerable  number,  while 
the  brickworks  at  Stewartby  and  the  factories  at  Luton  and  Bedford  are  the  main  sources 
of  employment. 

There  appeared  to  be  little  or  no  unemployment  during  the  year. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

33 

16 

17 

Illegitimate 

6 

2 

4 

Total 

39 

18 

21 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  is 

14. 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

3 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

3 

1 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  is  71.4. 

DEATHS. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Deaths  . . 

30 

13 

17 

giving  a death  rate  of  10.8  per  1,000  of  the  resident  population. 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

is  19-1 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

is  11-5 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

(Headings  29  & 30  of  the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List). 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
( live  and  still)  births 

No.  29.  Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis  - - 0 Nil. 

^o.  30.  Other  Puerperal  causes  - - - - 1 23*8 

1 


MATERNITY  MORTALITY  FOR  ENGLAND  & WALES. 
Abortion  with  Sepsis  — - 0.13  per  1000  (live  and  still)  births. 


Abortion  without  Sepsis  — ■ 0.06 

Puerperal  Infections  — 0.18 

Others  — 1.06 


INFANTILE 

One  death  occurred  amongst  all  infants 
of  23.8  per  1,000  live  births. 


77  77  77  77  97  79 

77  77  77  77  77  77 

77  77  77  77  77 

MORTALITY. 

under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a death  rate 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES. 


M. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  . . . . . . . . 0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Influenza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis  . . . . . . 0 

Acute  infectiive  encephalitis  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M)  . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  Uterus  (F)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . . . . . . 1 

Cancer  of  Breast  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Diabetes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  lesions  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Heart  Disease  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System.  . . . . . . . 0 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Ulceration  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . . . . 0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Appendicitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Nephritis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis  . . . . . ..  . . 0 

Other  Maternal  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Premature  Birth  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  injuries  and  infantile  Diseases  0 
Suicide  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Road  Traffic  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  Violent  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

All  other  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

3 
0 

4 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 


All  Causes  . . 13  17 


Section  B. 

Genera!  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


1.  (i)— PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY:— 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— H.  E.  C.  Sutton,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor — Thos.  A.  Hawtin,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.S.I.,  Certificate 
of  the  R.S.I. 

(ii)  (a)— LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Specimens  are  examined  in  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Bedford 
County  Hospital.  No  examinations  were  made  during  the  year. 
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(b)— AMBULANCE  FACILITIES— 

As  a part  of  the  County  Public  Health  Service,  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council 
has,  in  anticipation  of  its  duties  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  inaugurated 
a County  Ambulance  Service,  which  is  free  of  charge,  covers  the  full  twenty-four  hours, 
and  operates  from  the  following  depots  : — 

Newnham  Avenue,  Bedford  . . . . . . . . Tel.  Bedford  4875. 

Claridges  Lane,  Ampthill  . . . . . . . . Tel.  Ampthill  2187. 

The  Lawns,  -The  Baulk,  Biggleswade  . . Tel.  Biggleswade  2295. 
Ambulance  Depot,  High  Street  North,  Dunstable.  Tel.  Dunstable  76. 

In  addition  to  this  Service  there  are  arrangements  for  border  parishes  with  voluntary 
bodies,  which  have  depots  at  : — 

St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  H.Q., 

10  New  Street,  Linslade  . . . . Tel.  Leighton  Buzzard  3332. 

“ Horse  Grove,”  Woburn  Sands,  Bletchley,  Bucks.  Tel.  Woburn  Sands  3107. 

This  new  Service  promises  to  be  highly  satisfactory,  both  in  the  case  of  the  trans- 
port of  emergency  and  of  ordinary  hospital  cases. 

(c) — PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

General. — The  Bedfordshire  County  Nursing  Association  supplies  1 Nurse  to 
the  District.  She  attends  Midwifery  and  Maternity  cases,  and  also  minor 
Medical  and  Surgical  cases,  but  is  not  allowed  to  nurse  any  disease  of  an 
infectious  nature. 

Supervision  is  carried  out  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  County  Nursing 
Association. 

The  salary  of  this  nurse  is  made  up  by  a grant  from  the  Beds.  County 
Council,  together  with  voluntary  contributions  and  small  fees  which  are 
charged  to  non-members. 

The  Nurse  employed  is  : — 

Nurse  Holmwood*|. 

* r=  Registered  Assistant  Nurse.  f = S.C.M. 

There  is  no  provision  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  in 
the  patients  own  home,  but  the  Council  has  arrangements  with  the  Ampthill 
R.D.C.,  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Typhoid 
Fe  /er  at  the  Steppingley  Isolation  Hospital. 

MIDWIVES. 

There  is  ore  Midwife,  Nurse  Holmwood,  who  has  notified  h?r  intention  to 
practise  in  the  District.  She  is  employed  by  the  Nursing  Association  and  is  supervised 
by  a Committee  appointed  by  the  County  Council. 

(d)  — CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

These  are  undertaken  by  the  County  Council. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  : — 

Ampthill  Public  Assistance  Institution  . . Fridays,  2 p.m. 

„ Congregational  School  Room  . . Alternate  Thursdays,  10  a.m. 
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Venereal  Disease  Clinic  : — 

Bedford  County  Hospital  (Ampthill  Road  entrance) — 

Men. — Monday  to  Friday  inclusive,  4 — 8 p.m. 

Women. — Monday,  Tuesday,  5.30  p.m.  ; Wednesday,  5 — 7 p.m.  ; Thursday, 
5.30  p.m.  ; Friday,  3 — 5 p.m. 

Medical  Officer  in  attendance — Wednesday,  5 — 7 p.m.  Friday,  3 — 5 p.m. 
Tuberculosis  Clinic  : — 

Dents  Road,  off  Ivy  Road,  Bedford — Monday  (Women  and  Children),  2 — 4 p.m. ; 
Thursday  (Men),  2 — 4 p.m. 

Consultant  Physician  in  attendance,  alternate  Wednesdays,  2 — 5 p.m. 


(e)— HOSPITALS. 


Hospital 

Situation 

Purpose 

I'lU.  Ul 

Beds 

•LUCUiLtlJ 

Staff 

ment. 

Isolation  Hospital  - 

- Steppingley 

Infectious  Diseases 

44 

1 

L.A. 

Sanatorium  # - - 

-•  Mogerhanger 

Tuberculosis  - 

72 

1 

C.C. 

Bedford  County  Hospital 

— Bedford 

General  - - 

174 

Voluntary 

S.  Peter’s  Hospital  - 

- Bedford 

General  Medical  & 

Surgical,  Maternity 
and  Children  - 

368 

2 

C.C. 

S.  George’s  Hospital  - 

- Ampthill 

Chronic  Sick  and 

Maternity  - 

80 

1 

C.C. 

Children’s  Home  - 

- Kempston 

Children  - 

45 

1 

C.C. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Public  Health  Act,  1890.  Parts  i,  ii,  iii. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Parts  ii,  iii,  and  iv  (except  Section  20). 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933.  Section  i. 


Byelaws  and  Regulations. 


Prevention  of  Nuisances. 

Removal  of  Refuse  and  Noxious  Matter. 
Public  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Cleansing  of  Footways. 

Offensive  Trades. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 
Nuisances  contrary  to  Public  Decency. 


Section  C. 


1.  (i)  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Ampthill  Urban  District  Water  Works  is  situated  at  Clophill  and  in  part 
supplies  the  Rural  District  as  well  as  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District. 

It  has  a greensand  source,  and  is  obtained  by  pumping  from  three  bore-holes. 
It  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity  during  the  year. 

Before  delivery  to  the  main  the  water  is  treated  for  hardness  with  lime  in  sedimen- 
tation tanks,  after  which  it  is  chlorinated  and  filtered. 

Routine  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  are  made  of  the  raw  water  and 
of  the  treated  water  before  delivery  to  the  mains.  Daily  tests  are  carried  out  for  hardness 
and  residual  chlorine.  At  intervals  of  three  months  bacteriological  examinations  are 
made  of  samples  taken  from  various  points  in  the  area  of  supply,  all  of  which  have  re- 
vealed a satisfactory  standard  of  purity,  i.e.,  no  bacillus  coli  present  in  100  c.c.’s.  Thus, 
as  there  was  no  evidence  of  contamination,  no  action  has  been  necessary  in  this  direction. 

After  treatment  the  water  is  still  hard  to  a moderate  degree.  It  has  no  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 
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Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains  843. 

Number  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains,  2,772. 

(i)  Direct  to  houses,  756  houses. 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes,  87  houses. 

Section  C.  ( continued ). 

Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  for  the  year  1946. 

(Mr.  T.  A.  Hawtin) 

(ii)— DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  extensions  have  been  made. 

Six  houses  in  The  Avenue  are  dependent  on  cesspool  drainage,  and  in  1939  a tender 
was  accepted  for  the  laying  of  328  yards  of  six  inch  sewer  to  serve  them.  Unfortunately 
the  contract  was  cancelled  by  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  and  the  extension  is  still  urgently 
required.  The  question  of  draining  existing  properties  in  Flitwick  Road  into  the 
sewer  was  also  being  investigated  at  the  same  time. 

Other  properties  in  Bedford  Road  and  Station  Road  have  no  sewer  available,  and 
could  only  be  drained  to  the  present  sewage  works  by  resort  to  pumping. 

At  the  Disposal  Works,  the  brickwork  of  central  walls  of  the  filter  beds  had  deter- 
iorated due  to  the  action  of  frost  and  it  is  being  replaced  in  blue  Staffordshire  bricks. 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  Rodent  Officer,  the  works  were 
baited  and  the  rats  destroyed  by  poison. 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  action  to  check  pollution  was  found  necessary. 

3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Ten  cottages  have  earth  closets,  no  sewer  being  available.  They  are  mainly  isolated 
ledges  or  agricultural  labourers’  dwellings. 

All  other  houses  have  water  closets. 

(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  in  the  built-up  portion  of  the  town 
weekly  by  contract,  with  a pneumatic  tyred  covered  tip-cart.  Properties  on  the  out- 
skirts outside  she  normal  scavenging  area,  are  visited  at  quarterly  intervals. 

Cox’s  Pond  has  been  used  for  tipping,  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  find  a suitable 
site  for  a new  tip,  as  the  remaining  area  of  tipping  space  at  the  present  site  is  small. 

The  annual  contract  for  rat  destruction  with  the  Beds.  W.A.E.C.  Pests  department 
has  been  renewed,  and  the  work  has  been  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

SALVAGE. 

The  following  materials  have  been  salvaged  and  sold  during  the  year  : — 

tons  cwts,  qtrs. 

Paper  . . . . . . 10  19  2 

Textiles,  Rags,  &c.  . . . . 10  2 

Bones  . . . . . . . . 6 


Total  . . 


11  16 


0 
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(iii)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Tabular  Statement  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  defects  found  and  remedied  during  the  year  : — 

Premises  with  Defective  and  Insanitary  Closets  . . . . 27 

„ „ „ „ „ Drains  . . . . 18 

,,  ,,  ,,  Roofs,  Chimneys  and  Spouting  . . 28 

,,  ,,  ,,  Walls  and  Ceilings  ..  ..  ..  12 

„ „ ,,  Windows,  Insufficient  Light  and 

Ventilation 


„ „ Water  Supply 

Dirty  Premises 
Damp  Premises 
Overcrowded  Dwellings  . . 

Other  Dilapidations 
Unsound  Meat  and  Food 
Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter 
Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 
Rooms  Disinfected  for  Scarlet  Fever 
,,  „ ,,  Diphtheria 

„ „ „ Cancer  . . 

,,  „ ,,  Tuberculosis 

Houses  Disinfested  for  Bed-bugs,  Fleas 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  . 

„ „ Informal 

,,  „ Defective  Premises 


etc. 


13 

30 

6 

17 

1 

16 

28 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 
1 

4 
1 

84 

120 


(iv)  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

Shops,  Offices,  and  other  workplaces  have  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences.  Ventil 
ation  and  temperature  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


No  action  was  necessary  under  circular  1600. 

W) 

CAMPING  SITES. 

(1) 

Number  of  sites  used  in  1946. . 

Nil. 

(2) 

Number  of  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have 
been  issued  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  

Nil 

(3) 

Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  at  one  time 
during  1946 

Nil 

This  is  exclusive  of  Government  controlled  camps. 


(vi)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 
No  action  was  found  necessary. 

(vii)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 


1.  (a) 

No. 

of  Council  Houses 

— Found  to  be  infested 

Nil. 

(b) 

No. 

of  other  Houses 

— Found  to  be  infested  . 

. 4. 

Disinfested 

. 4. 

2.  Method  employed — fumigation  with  Lawes  “ Disinfestator.” 

3.  To  ensure  furniture  etc.,  are  free  from  vermin,  inspection  is  made  prior  to 

the  tenants  lemoving  into  Council  Houses. 


9 


4.  Disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority. 

5.  Measures  taken  to  prevent  infestation  or  re-infestation  after  cleansing  are  re-inspec- 
tion, supervision,  and  advice. 


4.  SCHOOLS. 

See  page  10. 

Section  D.  HOUSING. 

Twenty-five  Council  houses  are  under  construction  in  Saunders  Piece,  on  the 
Estate  known  as  Chiltern  Close,  to  the  lay-out  and  design  of  Prof.  A.  E.  Richardson, 
F.S.A.,  F.R.I.B.A.  The  houses  are  all  of  the  three  bedroom  type,  and  are  being  erected 
around  a central  green. 

A layout  has  been  prepared  for  49  houses  and  12  flats  on  the  second  site  in  Oliver 
Street. 

The  selection  of  tenants  is  made  on  a points  basis,  with  special  emphasis  on  over- 
crowding, families  in  lodgings  or  rooms,  illness  and  service  with  armed  forces. 

Plans  under  the  Byelaws  have  been  received  for  : 

13  houses  1 addition  to  Fire  Station. 

1 Bungalow  3 Alterations  to  Factories. 

3 flats  (conversions).  4 Farm  Buildings. 

6 Additions  to  Dwellings. 

Town  and  Country  Planning. 

Twenty-five  Interim  Development  Applications  have  been  received.  Three  were 
not  approved,  of  22  approved,  one  was  withdrawn. 

Section  E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  two  producers  and  three  retailers,  whose  premises  have  been  periodically 
visited. 

One  Supplementary  Licence  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  was  renewed. 

(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

1261bs.  Mutton  ; 121bs.  Liver  and  Offal  ; 511bs.  Beef  ; 164  eggs  ; 57  tins  Milk  ; 
39  tins  Canned  Meat  ; 24  tins  Fish  ; 39  tins  other  Foods. 

Butchers’  Shops. — Periodical  inspections  have  been  made  and  the  premises  found 
to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses,  etc. — The  two  bakehouses  and  shops  have  been  visited  at  intervals, 
and  were  satisfactory. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  following  are  situated  in  the  district : — 

1.  The  Bedford  Road  School,  Church  of  England. 

Average  number  on  roll  . . . . 102 

„ ,,  of  attendances  . . . . 91 

The  sanitary  conveniences  are  : — for  the  boys,  2 ; for  girls,  2 ; for  infants,  2.  They 
are  on  the  water  carriage  system  and  connected  with  the  public  sewer. 

2.  Woburn  Road  School.  This  is  a Methodist  Day  School. 

Average  number  on  the  roll  . . . . 127 

,,  „ of  attendances  ..  114 

Sanitary  conveniences  : for  the  boys,  3 ; for  girls  and  infants,  5.  They  are  on  the 
water  carriage  system  and  connected  to  the  public  sewer. 

Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  Steppingley  Isolation  Hospital  receives  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria 
and  Typhoid  Fever  from  the  district. 

Number  of  Patients  remaining  in  Hospital,  on  January  1st,  1946  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  . . — . 

Diphtheria  . . . . ■ — . 

Other  cases  . . — ■. 

Admissions  during  the  year  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  3,  Diphtheria  1*,  Other  Cases  0. 

Discharges  during  the  year  — 

Scarlet  Fever  3,  Diphtheria  0,  Other  Cases  1. 

Deaths  : — Nil. 

Number  of  Patients  remaining  in  Hospital,  December  31st,  1946. 

Scarlet  Fever,  0 ; Diphtheria,  0. 

* Diagnosis  altered  to  Septic  throat. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Three  cases  notified.  All  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  all 
recovered. 

Diphtheria. — One  case  notified,  but  diagnosis  altered  to  Septic  throat. 

Pneumonia. — No  cases  notified.  One  death  occurred. 

Measles. — Four  cases  notified. 

Whooping  Cough. — One  case  was  reported. 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis. — No  cases  notified. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

No  epidemic  of  any  non-notifiable  infectious  Disease  has  occurred  during  the  year. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 


i 

Jaundice 

Measles 

Erysipelas 

ro 

’c 

o 

E 

rj 

0 

c 

CL. 

Cerebro-Spinal 
1 Meningitis 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Total  cases  notified 
Removed  to  Hospital 
Total  Deaths 

l 

4 

3- 

3 

1 

Cases  under  1 year 
Deaths  under  1 year  . . 

Cases,'  1 — 2 years  ' 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  2 — 3 years 
Deaths  ,, 

Cases,  3 — 4 years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  4 — 5 years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  5 — 10  years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  10 — 15  years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  15 — 20  years 
Deaths,  „ 

Cases,  20 — 35  years 
Deaths,  „ 

Cases,  35  to  45  years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  45 — 65  years 
Deaths  „ 

Cases,  65  years  and  over 
Deaths,  „ „ „ 

i 

■ 

4 
• • 

•• 

•• 

i 

;; 

1 

2 

i 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


All  Tuberculosis  cases  have  been  notified,  therefore  the  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuber- 
culosis Deaths  to  total  Tuberculosis  Deaths  is  nil. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  and 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. 


No  action  was  required  to  be  taken  under  these  Acts. 
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ARTIFICIAL  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 


A number  of  children  have  been  immunised  against  Diphtheria  during  the  year 
under  review,  and  during  previous  years. 

I give  details  below  : the  children  are  divided  into  two  groups. 

1.  Immunisation  in  Relation  To  Child  Population. 

Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time 
to  Dec.  31st,  1946. 


Age  at 
31-12-46 

under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

i.e.y  born  in  year 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1937-41 

1932-36 

underl5 

Number 

Immunised 

0 

3 

34 

21 

26 

182 

170 

436 

Estimated 
Mid  Year 
Population  1946 


220 


340 


Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  degree  of  immunity  becomes  less  with  the  lapse  of  time, 
the  Ministry  of  Health  has  advised  that  ‘ re-info rcement  ’ or  ‘ booster  ’ inoculations 
should  be  given  after  a period  of  four  years  to  maintain  the  protection  at  a sufficiently 
high  level.  This  means  that  a child  first  immunised  at  about  the  time  of  the  first  birth- 
day should  have  a second  inoculation  at  the  age  of  five  on  its  entry  into  school. 

The  number  of  children  who  received  a re-inoculation  during  the  year  was  107. 


2.  DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  IN  RELATION  TO 

IMMUNISATION. 


Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Age  at  date  of 
Notification 

Number  of 
cases  noti- 
fied 

No.  of  cases 
included  in 
preceding 
column  in 
which  child 
had  com- 
pleted a full 
course  of  im- 
munisation 

Age  at  date 
of  Death 

Number  of 
Deaths 

No.  of  cases 
included  in 
preceding 
column  in 
which  child 
had  com- 
pleted a full 
course  of  im- 
munisation 

Under  1 

Under  1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

4 

5-9 

5-9 

10-14 

10-14 

Totals 

0 

0 

Totals 

0 

0 
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SCABIES  ORDER,  1941. 

By  arrangements  with  the  Borough  of  Bedford,  infected  persons  are  treated  at  the 
Borough  Treatment  Centre,  Commercial  Road,  Bedford,  at  the  cost  of  2s.  Od.  per 
treatment. 

Where  possible,  arrangements  are  always  made  for  the  other  members  of  the  house- 
hold to  attend  for  treatment  as  contacts  at  the  same  time  as  the  infected  person  or  per- 
sons. 

During  the  year  under  review  four  persons  have  received  treatment. 


CANCER. 


Distribution  of  Males — - 

1.  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus 

2.  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3.  All  other  sites 

Distribution  of  Females — - 

1.  Uterus 

2.  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

3.  Breast 

4.  All  other  sites 


0 

1 — aged  71. 

3— aged  66,  71,  36. 


0 

0 

0 

2 — aged  70,  70. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. — No  action  was  required  under  Section  176 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


